Potential extension of strict products liability to hospitals: P & T committee liability.
Members of Pharmacy and Therapeutics (P & T) Committees and materials managers should be aware of the current trend of court decisions to extend strict products liability or liability without the showing of fault, to hospitals and providers of health care services in favor of innocent consumer-patients. Traditionally, a hospital's defense if charged with strict liability (in tort) was that its primary business is to provide services and not sell products. Recent Texas strict products liability judicial decisions have questioned, but not resolved, whether or not a hospital does sell or legally introduce a product into the stream of commerce. Since it is the function of materials managers, or in the case of pharmaceuticals the P & T Committee, to make the decisions on products that will be used in the hospital, the precedence established by the Texas cases portend further judicial extension of strict liability to providers of health care services.